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MONTHLY NOTICES 

OF THE 

ROYAL ASTRONOMICAL SOCIETY. 


Vol. LXXIY. January 9, 1914. No. 3 


Major E. H. Hills, C.M.G., D.Sc., F.R.S., President, in the 
Cha<ir. 


Stanley Herbert Buckland, Walsingham House, Whiteley Road, 
Upper Norwood, Surrey; 

Rev. Charles Evans, Elm House, Brenchley, Kent; 

William Ernest Hartley, M.A., Chief Assistant, Cambridge 
Observatory; 

Capt. Ronald L. Jones, Box 230, British Post Office, Shanghai, 
China; 

Capt. Henry George Lyons, R.E., F.R.S., 5 Heathview Gardens, 
Roehampton, S.W.; 

Rev. Edward O’Connor, S.J., M.A., Stony hurst College, 
Blackburn, Lancashire; and 

Henry Spencer Toy, B.Sc., Ashville College, Harrogate, and 
Helston, Cornwall; 

were balloted for and duly elected Fellows of the Society. 


The following candidates were proposed for election as Fellows 
of the Society, the names of the proposers from personal knowledge 
being appended:— 

R. A. Fisher, 56 Kempshott Road, Streatham, S.W. (proposed 
by F. J. M. Stratton); 

John Spedding Fletcher, London County Council School of 
Engineering and Navigation, High Street, Poplar, E. 
(proposed by E. W. Owens); 
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156 Prof. Ernest W. Brown , The Mean lxxiv. 3, 

John Guild, A.R.C.S., D.I.C., Imperial College of Science and 
Technology, South Kensington, S.W. (proposed by A. 
Fowler); and 

Charles P. Olivier, M.A., Ph.D., Agnes Scott College, Decatur, 
Georgia, U.S.A. (proposed by Cleveland Abbe). 


Fifty-two presents were announced as having been received 
since the last Meeting, including, amongst others: — 

A. Auwers: Bearbeitung der Bradley’schen Beobachtungen an 
den alten Meridianinstrumenten der Greenwicher Sternwarte, 
Band 2, presented by Prof. Auwers. Miss M. A. Blagg : Collated 
list of lunar formations named or lettered in the maps of Neison, 
Schmidt, and Madler, presented by Prof. Turner, Oxford Astro- 
graphic Catalogue, vol. viii., part 1, presented by the University 
Observatory, Oxford. H. H. Turner : Tables for facilitating the use 
of Harmonic Analysis, presented by the author. 

Photograph of the late Sir William Huggins, from the portrait 
by the Hon. John Collier, presented by Lady Huggins. Spectro- 
heliogram taken at the Meudon Observatory, presented by M. 
Deslandres. Photograph of the Memorial erected on the site of 
Captain Cook’s astronomical station in Tahiti, photographed and 
presented by B. G. Corney. 


The Mean Latitudes of the Moon and Sun. By Ernest 
W. Brown, M.A., Sc.D., F.R.S. 

1. It is well known that Hansen added - 1" to all his latitudes 
in order to account for a supposed difference between theory and 
observation which he ascribed to a difference between the centre 
of figure and centre of mass of the Moon. Newcomb, in his last 
paper, characterised this procedure as one of the most unfortunate 
steps that Hansen took. But at the end of his investigation 
Newcomb himself found a well-determined difference of - o"*36 
which would have to be added to the latitudes or declinations if 
these were to agree with their observed values. This quantity, 
whatever its cause, must therefore be considered as one of the 
arbitrary constants of the Moon’s orbit to be determined by 
observation. 

The tabular latitude is particularly simple to correct for the 
purposes of the comparison. It contains but few long-period terms, 
and these are easy to determine with the necessary accuracy; 
planetary action and unknown forces either give short-period terms 
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